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Huayna-Kapae was an ambitious, indomitable em-
pire-builder, a soldier, a statesman and a conqueror
who may well be likened to Julius Caesar or Napo-
leon.   It was his dream, to extend the Incan Empire
to include all of the then known world.    Under his
reign the boundaries of the empire were pushed in
every direction for thousands of miles.   The Chimus
were conquered and reduced to inere vassals, and
Chan-Chan was destroyed. Southward the triumphant
irresistible armies of the Inca swept on to central
Chile, and northward the Incan legions penetrated
to northern Ecuador and subjugated every race and
tribe they met.   The powerful kingdom of Quito was
conquered, and the daughter of the dethroned and
captive king was espoused by the victorious Inca.
Huayna-Kapac even penetrated the tropical Mon-
tana district beyond the Andean plateaus, and al-
though he never completely conquered the savage jun-
gle tribes of the district, many of them were forced to
pay annual tribute to the Inca. Aside from offensive
and warlike campaigns, immense public works and im-
provements were conceived and carried out by this
Inca.   But as with Rome, the power, the wealth, and
the oppressions of Huayna-Kapac's reign proved the
last straw, and the long-smoldering fires of discon-
tent and revolt burst into flame in scores of places
throughout the empire.
Of the union of the Inca with the Quito princess*
a son, Atahualpa, had been born. Although his half-
brother, Cusi-Huasear, was the elder and the legiti-
mate heir to the Incan throne, yet Atahualpa was the
favorite son of the Inca and, upon the death of
Huayna-Kapac, lie was given Quito, while Huascar